
Our Immediate Need
Government funding simply does not cover all 
of the costs for operating our school and for the 
additional expense required to provide specialized 
support and services for our exceptional children. 
Because we are a public charter school, any child 
may attend without charge. Although our parents 
are committed to the success of the school, they 
are not in positions to close the funding gap given 
the burden of medical and therapy expenses  
associated with raising children with special needs. 

Even though Dynamic Community Charter 
School applied for 501(c)(3) status before we  
received formal approval as a North Carolina  
charter school, our tax exempt status is still pend-
ing. As a result, for now we are limited in our 
ability to raise funds through grants and corporate 
contributions until we receive formal approval 
from the IRS. 

We therefore need your immediate support to 
ensure our Dynamic Community is ready and able 
to open its doors to students in August. Please join 
our Dynamic Community and show your support 
with a tax-deductible contribution. Help revolu-
tionize the approach to educating children with 
developmental and intellectual disabilities.

For more information and to donate online, go to:
       www.dynamiccommunitycs.com 
Or, if you prefer, please consider writing a check 
and mailing it to:

Dynamic Community Charter School
PO Box 5789 
Cary, NC 27512-5789

Comparing Our Approach 
to Traditional Schools

Traditional public schools recognize two  
tracks to high school graduation. A diploma  
proclaims that a student has completed all 
courses required for college admission. A 
certificate indicates that a student has met 
requirements of a modified curriculum on an 
occupational track. To receive a certificate, 
students must complete 360 hours of paid 
employment in the same job over the course 
of their high school years. For children with 
special needs, the work experience is usually 
limited to sweeping buses, bagging groceries 
or cleaning bathrooms.

Dynamic Community Charter School’s 
 project based learning retains the two tracks 
but expands the scope of each to meet the 
needs and abilities of each student. 

Challenging projects provide context for 
rigorous academic instruction in math, 
language arts, science and social studies. If, 
as an example, the project is a functioning 
cafe, students apply fractions in measuring 
ingredients for a recipe. They can learn to 
calculate profit margins, create menus, work 
with cash registers and make change. They 
can also learn to safely prepare, preserve and 
cook foods and to serve customers. 

The flexible project based learning model 
better integrates academic and occupational 
learning. It also allows motivated students to 
learn a wider variety of skills than working 
the same menial job for four years.

The project based approach heightens  
students’ creativity and ability to work  
collaboratively, solve problems, and self 
regulate emotional expression. Project base 
learning better prepares them for a more 
self-reliant future.



Our Mission
Students with developmental and intellectual  
disabilities deserve an education that empowers 
them and nurtures their creativity and talents.  
Their education should allow them continue to 
grow and develop throughout middle and high 
school. It should equip them with the cognitive, 
problem-solving, and collaborative skills they will 
need to live independent and fulfilling lives as 
adults. They deserve to be challenged, encouraged, 
and given the opportunity to be active participants 
in the learning process. They deserve a school 
environment that is safe and respectful, where their 
opinions, personalities, and talents are valued; and 
where they are taught in the way they can learn.

Building a Community
A dedicated group of parents, educators, and 
concerned community members founded Dynamic 
Community Charter School because they were 
convinced that educating middle and high school 
children with intellectual and developmental  
disabilities needed a fresh approach. They also  
understood that the impetus for change had to 
start with the founders and extend to parents and 
embrace the broader community. The founder’s 
hard work produced a proposal for a charter 
public school with an educational plan built on the 
concept of project based learning. North Carolina’s 
State Board of Education approved Dynamic  
Community Charter School in January. 

What is project based learning?
Project-based learning (PBL) is a dynamic class-
room approach in which students actively explore 
real-world problems and challenges and acquire 
a deeper knowledge. At Dynamic Community, 
every class will utilize project-based learning and 
each student will have tasks that incorporate both 
academic and non-academic goals. As an example, 
of PBL, the school could set up a functioning store 
or cafe and engage students in all aspects of  

operation. This will empower our students to de-
velop the hands-on, real world skills they need to 
go on to live, work, and thrive in higher education 
or the workplace. PBL methods “engage students 
in creating, questioning, and revising knowledge, 
while developing their skills in critical thinking,  
collaboration, communication, reasoning,  
synthesis, and resilience,” according to Barron & 
Darling-Hammond, 2008, at http://www.edutopia.
org/pbl-research-learning-outcomes.
These goals are especially important for students 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities. By 
intentionally focusing on the development of these 
skills, we can ensure our students will be better 
prepared to live fulfilling and meaningful lives 
as adults. Our teachers will incorporate students’ 
individual academic goals into their project tasks 
while taking into account their developmental 
progress.
By linking practical, tangible projects to abstract 
academic concepts, children with cognitive  
challenges can more readily grasp how these con-
cepts apply to them and to things they want to do.

About Our School Charter

Dynamic Community Charter School will operate 
as a public school. Charter schools are tuition free 
and receive government funding. Some charter 
schools are run by for-profit management  
companies under contract. Dynamic Community 
chose to operate independently to assure that every  
dollar is spent to further the education of our  
exceptional children. Dynamic Community  
Charter School is a non-profit organization  
and our 501(c)(3) status is pending.


